Can summary nitrite+nitrate content serve as an indicator of NO synthesis intensity in body tissues?
Studies with the use of a highly specific enzymatic sensor demonstrated that, contrary to the common opinion, normally nitrate is in fact not present in the most important physiological fluids. NO metabolites in the amniotic fluid and semen are mainly presented by NO donor compounds. Therefore, the intensity of NO synthesis can be evaluated by the total content of all its metabolites, but not by the widely used summary nitrite+nitrate content.